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U.S.-China Trade-War Crossfire Threatens Asia
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	In the recent past, the U.S. President, Donald Trump imposed a series of tariffs on various countries’ products with the aim of promoting America’s local industries and reducing the cheap imports that flooded the American markets. This angered many countries which responded by making retaliatory tariffs against American products. The Chinese-America trade was significantly affected by the tariffs which apparently seemed to be directed towards them. The Chinese responded to the tariffs by imposing their own tariffs on the products being imported into China from the U.S. The actions between the two countries sparked what apparently appears to be a trade war.
While reporting to The Wall Street Journal, Ben Otto, Chieko Tsuneoka and Rhiannon Hoyle reported that the “trade-war crossfire” threatens not only China but the rest of Asia and other countries. The trade relationships between other countries interacting with the America and China are being equally affected. For instance, the conflict has threatened Australia’s exports to China which include about 700 million metric tons of iron ore and other ingredients of steel since Trump’s administration largely imposed tariffs on steel products. Nonetheless, in as much as there are losers from the trade war, there are gainers as well. Japanese and German car manufacturers are bound to benefit from the conflict as more of their products will more likely be adopted in America. 
The trade war of tariffs will go a long way into affecting free trade among countries and may even make other countries to review their trade stances with others. In the event that the trade war continues, different countries may be forced to take sides and eventually, the trade will be significantly suppressed among the different countries. This may ultimately affect international trade and the concept of specialization if it necessitates countries to produce certain commodities that were formerly being imported (Otto, Hoyle, Tsuneoka, 2018)
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